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DODGE CHARGER (1972)

V8 engines, hoods with large air intakes, 
nearly five metres of bodywork, reinforced 
rear axles to transmit all the available 
power, iconic models... all reproduced 
with the utmost realism at 1:43 scale,  
the preferred collectors’ scale in the world 
of model making. 

FORD MUSTANG SHELBY GT500 (1963)

A superb collection of 1:43 scale miniatures, bringing together the most  
powerful cars in the American automotive industry.
In the United States, the 1960s and 1970s 
was a golden age for the American automotive 
industry. Affirming the character of their brands, 
the Big Three manufacturers (General Motors, 
Ford, and Chrysler) launched new models,  
some of them resolutely wild, to a public in 
search of thrills. It was the era of pony cars 
such as the Ford Mustang, the Plymouth 
Barracuda and the Chevrolet Camaro. These 
cars, less luxurious and cumbersome than the 
classic sedans, were sporty. They offered  
performances and sleek styling comparable to 
their European counterparts. It was also the 
era of the muscle car; beneath a coupé body 
hid powerful 7-litre V8 engines designed for 

competition racing. These cars, which were about 
attention grabbing power and muscle, channeled 
the inner ‘bad boy’, and were as popular in urban 
areas as they were in drag racing.

This collection traces the golden age of the 
American automotive industry with the flagship 
models of major brands such as Chevrolet, 
Ford, Oldsmobile, and Dodge. While the 
majority of them still exist and market new 
models around the world, those that have 
disappeared have certainly left an indelible 
memory in the hearts of all enthusiasts.
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U N I Q U E  C O L L E C T I O N

Distinctive tight-patterned 
front grille

Aerodynamic front spoiler

Fastback style body, popular 
from the end of the 1970s

Racing stripes 
on the hood

CHEVROLET CAMARO Z/28 (1970)

Double front  
headlights with  
chrome surrounds

Lightweight alloy wheels  
and extra wide tires

Badge specific to  
the sport model

Lip spoiler at the rear

Replica models faithful 
to the original design

Made from metal and  
injection-moulded plastic

Precision-made 
with realistic detail

Hand painted

An unprecedented collection of exceptional 
quality, 1:43 scale American Cars
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Your model collection of America’s most powerful cars!

and many more...

DODGE CHARGER (1972)
A muscle car transformed into a luxury coupé.

BUICK RIVIERA COUPÉ (1972)
Proof that elegance can match performance.

FORD MAVERICK GT (1974)

One of the most affordable muscle cars of the time.

CHEVROLET EL CAMINO (1970)

Pickups did not escape the ‘muscle’ phenomenon.

FORD MUSTANG SHELBY GT500 (1967)

One of the most famous muscle cars of the time.

FORD MUSTANG BOSS (1969)
The quintessence of Mustang’s transgressive spirit.  

PONTIAC FIREBIRD TRANS AM (1977)

It surpassed its twin sister the Camaro through its  
popularity and its power.

CHEVROLET CAMARO Z/28 (1970)
The most dazzling version of the second generation Camaro.

FORD GRAN TORINO SPORT (1972)

A lot of muscle for a real ‘movie star’.

See the full conditions on deagostini.com.  Items may differ from the illustrations shown.  
Products intended for adult use only. Not suitable for children under 14 years.

UK Published by De Agostini UK Ltd.
USA Published by De Agostini

Publishing USA, Inc.
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EXCLUSIVE 
FREE  

GIFTS!
RECEIVE THESE SUPERB GIFTS *

*See the full conditions on deagostini.com. If gifts become unavailable for any reason, they will be replaced by others  
of equal or greater value. Items may differ from the illustrations shown.

The magazines
American Cars
A collection of America’s most powerful automobiles

FREE GIFT 1

FREE GIFT 2

CADILLAC ELDORADO (CABRIO) (1976)
Cadillac surprised and impressed in the mid-70s by introducing 
the legendary Eldorado as a convertible, achieving a huge sales 
success.

SHELBY COBRA 427 S/C 
A faithful 1:43 scale replica of one of the most legendary 
models in the history of American car manufacturing.

FORD MUSTANG GT (CABRIO) (1965)
In its deluxe version with two-tone seat upholstery,  
the bestselling Mustang continued to appear in exciting new 
versions with regard to the engine and the look. The Mustang 
represents a true milestone in the history of cars.

SCALE

1:43

FREE GIFT 3

STUTZ BLACKHAWK (1971)  
The first generation new Blackhawks left the factory  
in 1971, the result of the partnership between the banker 
James O’Donnell and the former Chrysler designer 
Virgil Exner. The first versions of this deluxe car were all 
convertibles.

FREE GIFT 4

Discover the most spectacular iconic cars in American  
history in this fascinating new series:

A detailed look at the model that comes with each 
issue, including its history, technical stats and 
facts and its evolution – all illustrated with stunning 
photography of the time.

Discover the exciting story of the American automotive 
industry, told in fascinating features, tracing the 
trajectory of the brands and their flagship models. 
Discover how this world-leading industry faced the 
challenge of mixing innovation and tradition.

The model

The brand

USA News

Shelby GT500

Engine :  
Front longitudinalType : 
8-cylinder petrol “V”Cylinder capacity :  6,997 ccPower :  

355 hp SAE at 5,400 rpm
Maximum torque : 570 N.m. at 3,200 rpm
Transmission : 

Rear axleGearbox :  
Manual 4-speedFront suspension :  McPherson springsRear suspension :  Rigid axle with leaf spring

Brakes :  
Disc-ventilated on the front axle  

 
and drum on the rear axle

Wheels :  
15x70 tyres on 15” rims

Length :  
4.74 mWidth :  
1.80 mHeight :  
1.31 mWheelbase :  
2.74 mCurb weight :  
1,490 kgTank :  
64 lMaximum speed :  129 mphAcceleration from 0–60 mph :  4.8 sAverage consumption :  13–15 mpg

TECHNICAL SHEET
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one of the architects of the 

GT40 project, the car with which 

Ford defied and beat Ferrari at 

Le Mans and, in 1965, launched 

the first Mustang bearing the 

name Shelby, the GT350, 

followed by the GT500 with  

a 7-litre engine.

The Mustangs increased Shelby’s 

celebrity, but he broke the 

deal with Ford and continued 

to manufacture the Cobra. 

In the following years, Shelby 

collaborated with the Chrysler 

Group to produce sports 

versions of Dodge models 

A SUPER SNAKE 
WITH 750 HP 

In 1967, Shelby created, for several promotions of the Goodyear 

tyre brand, a single unit of the GT500, equipped with the 427 

competition engine from a Le Mans Ford GT40. This car, called 

Super Snake, would never be mass-produced, but fifty years later, 

on the GT500 Super Snake 50th Anniversary, Shelby offered 

a version to customers in a limited series of 500 units. The car 

was equipped with a V8 engine with a supercharger that raises its 

power up to 750 hp, modified spring suspension, shock absorbers 

and firmer stabilizer bars. It also stands out for its competitive 

brakes with a reinforced cooling system, its Michelin high-

performance tyres and an aerodynamic body kit designed for this 

particular version marketed in Shelby’s classic colours: white with 

a blue band or blue with a white stripe.

Designers in the Shelby team are working on a model of the  

Cobra Coupé.

Carroll Shelby Cars

arroll Shelby, Texan by birth, 

Californian by adoption, was a 

talented driver who competed in 

eight Formula 1 Grand Prix races 

in the late 1950s. But he obtained 

his most brilliant result in the  

24 Hours of Le Mans, which he 

won in 1959 by teaming up with 

the British Roy Salvadori at the 

wheel of an Aston Martin DBR1.

When he left the race due to 

health problems related to 

congenital heart disease, Carroll 

created Shelby American, a 

company dedicated to the 

preparation of sports cars, which 

obtains import and distribution 

rights for the United States of 

models of the British brand AC. 

At the time, the AC brand was 

building the Ace, a two-seater 

roadster with Ford or Bristol 

engines of up to six cylinders. 

Shelby, who wanted a more 

powerful version to sell to 

customers, managed to convince 

the British brand to install the 

Ford V8 427 racing engine on 

the Ace. The new car, called the 

AC Cobra or Shelby Cobra, was 

a great success, both in terms of 

sales and racing.

COLLABORATION  
WITH FORD
The success of the Cobra 

brought Shelby American closer 

to the Ford brand, and ideas 

began to emerge. Carroll became 

Carroll Shelby poses with 
two Cobra models that are 
among the first products  
by his company.

The Series 1 was the only model produced entirely by Shelby.

and advised the brand in the 

development of the Viper 

supercar. Subsequently, he 

launched his own unique model, 

the Series 1, a two-seater sports 

car with a clean chassis and a 

4.7-litre Oldsmobile V8 engine. 

During the production of this 

model, Shelby decided to sell the 

company to the venture capital 

fund Venture Corporation, 

but he retained the rights to 

manufacture the Cobra, which 

he maintained in a new company 

called Shelby Automobiles.

NEW AGREEMENT 
WITH FORD
After the bankruptcy of Venture 

Corporation, Shelby bought out 

the rights to the Series 1 and 

made several more units before 

finally abandoning production 

to focus on the Cobra again, 

both to manufacture and sell it 

and to denounce many replica 

manufacturers. Finally, in 2004, 

Shelby Automobiles again 

worked with Ford, first in the 

realization of two concept cars 

that reinterpreted the Cobra and 

Cobra Coupé of the 1960s and, 

later, developing a new Shelby 

GT500 on the basis of the 

fifth generation Ford Mustang. 

The death of Carroll Shelby 

in 2012, at the age of 89, did 

not terminate the agreement; 

the Shelby GT350 and Super 

Snake models continue to be the 

highest-performance versions of 

the current Mustang range in the 

United States. ✮

The United States continued to fight against the rise of communism in 

Vietnam. The images and reports received encouraged the organization of 

the first demonstrations to demand the end of the war. Various acts of protest 

succeeded one another in the principal American cities from the first days 

of January. They were essentially supported by the hippie movement which 

advocated peace in the world.

Peace in Vietnam
USA News 25 March 1967

The military police 

keeping protesters away 

from the Pentagon’s 

main entrance.  

October 1967.
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he first Shelby Mustang, called 
GT350, was a sports car that 
made no concessions from the 
point of view of comfort. It was 
endowed with a 4.7-litre V8 
engine with 306 hp, improved 
brakes and suspension, and 
offered a wild ride on the road 
that forced the driver to tame 
it every time. Available only in 
white with blue rocker panel 

stripes (or with what is called the 
‘Le Mans Pack’ , with blue stripes 
also on the hood, on the roof 
and on the back), this Mustang 
was reserved for real experts in 
driving high-performance cars. 
In 1966, Shelby began a process 
of ‘taming’ the GT350. More 
comfortable, with an automatic 
gearbox option and changes in 
suspension and steering, it would 
be less radical than the model 
from the previous year and 
available in several colours, which 
would encourage an increase in 
sales. In 1967, Shelby continued 
to ‘civilize’ the GT350, but 

changes made by Ford to the 
basic Mustang allowed them to 
offer a new car for true sports 
driving enthusiasts: the GT500.

A BIG BLOCK 
UNDER THE HOOD
The main difference between 
the 1966 Ford Mustang and the 
1967 model was a larger engine 
compartment, which allowed V8 
engines, known as big blocks, 
to be installed under the hood. 
Ford’s new 1967 upgrade offered 
a 6.3-litre engine and 335 hp, 
becoming the first Mustang-
branded muscle car. Shelby, on 

The Ford Mustang revolutionized the idea of   a sports car when it arrived on the 
market in 1964. Its commercial success was immediate and its possibilities as a 
sports car attracted the attention of the company Shelby American, owned by 

ex-racing driver Carroll Shelby.

Shelby GT500
1967 Shelby GT500

A Shelby GT500 from 1967, 
one of the most famous 
muscle cars of its time.
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issues for you to collect.

TO OUR READERS 
The publisher reserves the right to modify 
any components as required during the 
course of the collection, their order of 
publication and the series length for 
technical or commercial reasons. The 
publisher reserves the right to cease 
publication at any time. Products intended 
for adult use only. Not suitable for children 
under 14 years. Choking hazard: contains 
small parts. 

WARNING 
Any reproduction, even partial, of the
contents of the magazine is prohibited
without permission from the Publisher. The
model and the magazine that accompanies
it are intended strictly for private use, and
within the family, in accordance with Article
L122-5 1º of the Code of Intellectual 
Property. Any reproduction other than that 
provided for in Article L122-5 2 º of the 
intellectual Property Code is prohibited. 
The magazine and/or elements of the 
collection may not be distributed, loaned, 
resold, rented or exploited for commercial 
purposes. All rights reserved.

An analysis of some of the most authentic American 
topics, always related to the world of cars and the 
profound transformation in the development of 
American society that this invention gave rise to.

Made in America

In an unparalleled social  
context, the complex American  
society of the 1960s and 1970s  
is explained against the backdrop  
of the most significant events  
that shaped the political and  
cultural landscape of the world.
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