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Model features
• �Headlights, taillights, engine,  

and interior light up
• Metal and ABS parts
• 1:8 scale

• Side wings, machine guns, 
grappling hooks: all the gadgets 
are faithfully reproduced!

• Length: 75 cm / 30 in
• Height: 17 cm / 7 in
• Assembly guide included
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most-watched movie of the year behind Grease, and 
recalled the impact that only a year earlier George Lucas 
had achieved with Star Wars. 

The studio’s directors immediately suspected that, if 
Superman’s cinematic adventures had caused a sensation, 
the same could happen if they created a film about 
Batman, the other big star of DC Comics, the comic book 
publisher that was owned as a subsidiary by Warner Bros.

A FIRST ATTEMPT

then, in the 1960s, he had starred in a colorful television 
series that made the hero a pop icon of the era. But since 
ABC’s cancellation of the series in 1968, Gotham’s popular 
vigilante had stayed away from the screen.

In the early 1980s, Tom Mankiewicz was commissioned 
to write a script for a more serious Batman film, far 
removed from the childish tone of the 1960s TV series. 
The first treatment of the Batman project was modeled 
after the Superman movie, presenting Bruce Wayne’s 
story chronologically, from the time he witnessed the 

3. Batman and the Joker 
are two characters who 
represent good and evil. 
They are the opposite faces 
of Gotham City. 

4. A scene from Tim 
Burton’s film, as 
Batman goes in 
search of Vicki Vale, 
who has been 
kidnapped by the 
Joker in Gotham 
Cathedral.

TIM BURTON

Tim Burton, who had always shown an 
interest in naturalistic horror characters 
in his early work as a director (Vincent 

and Pee-wee’s Big Adventure), conceived 
Gotham City as a kind of hell where, among 
the rest of mortals, two scarred men 
coexisted: one physically, the Joker; and the 
other, emotionally, Bruce Wayne, traumatized 
by having witnessed the death of his parents. 
In a sense, one was a reflection of the other, 
but their confrontation became the definitive 
encounter between good and evil.
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That Batman script went no further, but the studio 
continued to commission scripts, and talked to directors 
including Ivan Reitman (Ghostbusters), Joe Dante 
(Gremlins), and Steven Spielberg (Raiders of the Lost 
Ark). Everything was considered, from an Art Deco period 
film to a family comedy with actor Bill Murray under the 
mask. But the weak box-office results obtained by the 
Superman movie sequels perhaps led the studio to believe 
that audiences were beginning to tire of superheroes. 

FRANK MILLER’S 
MASTERPIECE
It was the comic books that really revived the passion for 
Batman, especially Frank Miller’s miniseries Batman: The 
Dark Knight Returns (1986), which gave the story a sinister 
and pessimistic tone that had never been seen before 
in the superhero universe. The resonance of Miller’s 
work reawakened interest in Batman in the corridors of 

Warner Bros. It was then that a young director named 
Tim Burton knocked on the door of Warner’s head of 
production, Mark Canton, to present him with a novel 
idea. The filmmaker envisioned the project as a Grand 
Guignol play, where Gotham City would be shown as a 
decadent, crime-ridden city.

Mark Canton was fascinated by the idea, and greenlit 
the project. A new screenwriter came on board, Sam 
Hamm, to put Tim Burton’s ideas on paper. Between 
1987 and 1988, he developed up to five different drafts, 
centered on the figure of Bruce Wayne. In the first ones, 
the author spent more time developing the troubled 
life of the millionaire businessman of Gotham than 
the presence of the masked hero. The studio tried to 
bring him a little closer to the traditional vision of the 
superhero, but Hamm, with Burton’s complicity, always 
kept the idea of showing the protagonist as a figure that 
emerged from the shadows.

“For nearly a decade, all sorts of proposals circulated at Warner Bros. to make a Batman movie, including a comedy version with actor Bill Murray behind the mask.”

THE ORIGIN OF A LEGEND

O
n December 10, 1978, in Washington D. C., 

Warner Bros. studios presented the film 

Superman, directed by Richard Donner, with 

actor Christopher Reeve in the role of the hero created 

by writer Jerry Siegel and Canadian artist Joe Shuster. The 

feature film was an extraordinary success, was the second 

THE ORIGIN
OF A LEGEND
After Superman’s highly successful cinema debut in 1978, the Batman 

project got off the ground at Warner Bros. studios. But it would take more 

than a decade to become a reality, finally arriving in 1989, with a script by 

Sam Hamm, and directed by Tim Burton.

1. Poster for Tim Burton’s Batman. 

2. Michael Keaton, an actor who had 

already worked with Tim Burton on 

the film Beetlejuice, gave life to the 

character of Bruce Wayne/Batman.
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Super heroes are not supposed to 

grow old, yet the tale of a bitter, 

middle-aged Dark Knight fighting 

back the years to reclaim his city from the 

darkness consuming it, has become one of the 

most influential Batman tales ever.

In

sweat, and tears. 
Frank Miller began working on the Daredevil

DC’s world of Gotham. But was his vision too radical for 

mainstream Batman comics?

A perfect solution was found, a Batman tale, freed from 

regular continuity, set in a dystopian future. Provoked by 

the descent of Gotham into a lawless hell, Bruce Wayne 

donned the cowl after a ten-year absence. The older Dark 

Knight was a more cynical figure – vulnerable, but with a 

ruthless, mean edge. To save his city, he would grapple in 

the mud with the leader of an army of mutants, and face 

a twisted, final showdown with the Joker.

THE DARK 

KNIGHT 

RETURNS

Year: 
1986

Story and pencils 

Frank Miller

Inks: 
Frank Miller

and Klaus Janson

Colors and
visual effects 
Lynn Varley
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1. The original cover to The Dark Knight Returns Vol. 1 #1

(June 1986). Art by Frank Miller, colors by Lynn Varley.

A dystopian

Gotham turns

to the darkest 

knight of all

as its

savi
or.

2. Miller’s epic predicted the demise of Jason Todd and unveiled

a new, female Robin – young Carrie Kelley, untouched by the 

corruption of the world around her.

GREAT STORIES

FINAL TAKEDOWN 

The story culminated in a brutal confrontation 

with Superman, now a government lackey, 

ordered to bring him down. Fans were gripped 

by the shocking scenes of Bruce and Clark 

slugging it out to the bitter end. In fact, it wasn’t 

the end for the Dark Knight. In an uplifting 

twist, at the conclusion of a tale filled with 

bleak prophecy and anger, Miller provided a 

surprise resurrection and a hopeful future for 

his reborn knight.

3

“I’ve become a 
political liability... 
and you... you’re 

a joke.”

3. Heartstopping action as 

Batman and Superman meet in 

a final showdown. But is it really 

the end...?

4. The Dark Knight 

rides into action to 

save Gotham from 

burning, in the 
saga’s last chapter.

THE DARK KNIGHT RETURNS

By now, Batman was an unqualified hit with the reading public. With demand for Batman material on the increase, Gardner Fox was drafted in to write an unprecedented two-part story for Detective Comics #29-30 (July-August 1939). “The Batman Meets Doctor Death” pitted our hero against the eponymous mad scientist – who would go 

down in history as the Dark Knight’s first recurring super-villain. Doctor Death – known in polite society as Doctor Karl Hellfern – extorted money from his intended victims by threatening to poison them. Batman disrupted the evil scheme, of course, and by story’s end the villain was a broken man – his face scarred beyond recognition by an out-of-control lab fire. Doctor Death wouldn’t be the last 

4. Commissioner Gordon entertains Bruce Wayne, little suspecting his friend is Batman.

3. A Bob Kane and Bill Finger’s brainstorming resulted in a dazzlingly original superhero. 
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YEAR BY YEAR

Bob Kane’s evocative cover shows Batman’s pervasive Gothic mood.
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BATMAN 1939

ar clouds were gathering in Europe 

in 1939, and the United States had 

yet to fully shrug off the debilitating 

effects of the Great Depression. Consequently, cheap 

escapist entertainment was popular on both sides of 

the Atlantic – and America’s emerging comic book 

industry had just experienced its first soaraway 

success with the premiere of Superman in Action

Comics #1 (June 1938).

DC Comics editor Vincent Sullivan hoped to catch 

lightning in a bottle for a second time with the creation 

of another costumed hero, and he turned to cartoonist 

Bob Kane for help. Kane, along with his long-time 

collaborator writer Bill Finger, drew on inspirations as 

diverse as Leonardo da Vinci’s “ornithopter” designs, 

expressionistic cinema, and pulp magazine mainstays 

to create the new hero. What emerged from a frantic 

weekend’s brainstorming was a character who was 

steeped in tradition – but who was also dazzlingly original.

Batman made his debut in Detective Comics #27 (May 

1939). In a six-page story entitled “The Case of the Chemical 

Syndicate,” Kane and Finger established much of Batman’s 

enduring mythos. The hero was secretly Bruce Wayne, a 

“young socialite” who waged a “lone battle against the evil 

forces of society” as the “mysterious and adventurous” 

Batman. The Dark Knight’s persona was clearly recognizable 

in that first story. He was a shadowy presence on inner-city 

rooftops – described as a “menacing figure” who “lashed 

out” at wrongdoers. Batman’s deductive abilities were also 

evident – as he soon figured out that crooked industrialist 

Alfred Stryker was responsible for murdering his erstwhile 

partners in the prestigious – and extremely valuable – Apex 

Chemical Corporation.

In the next issue of Detective Comics, Batman’s crime-

fighting prowess was on display again, as he swung from 

building to building in hot pursuit of a gang of jewel thieves. 

At one point in the story, gun-toting police officers mistook 

Batman for one of the crooks and opened fire on him – 

confirming the Dark Knight’s status as a vigilante hero. At 

the end of the tale, with all misunderstandings conveniently 

forgotten, Batman delivered the actual crooks into the care 

of Police Commissioner James Gordon – thus establishing a 

crime-fighting partnership that would endure for decades.

1

1. ‘The’ Batman’s first thrilling adventure featured in 

Detective Comics, May 1939.

YEAR BY YEAR

popular characters in comics.
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THE BATMOBILE
Referencing the Art Deco style 
of Gotham City, the Batmobile 
from Tim Burton’s film is a fast 
and stealthy vehicle. But its 
most important feature is 

undoubtedly what’s 
inside: a large 

number of 
high-tech  
gadgets.

Have you ever dreamed of owning the Batmobile from Tim Burton’s legendary movie? 
 Each issue comes with an assembly guide that will help you build this legendary vehicle with ease!

TIM BURTON’S BATMAN Tim Burton’s film was released in the year of Batman’s 50th anniversary 
in comic books. On the heels of his success, the director became 
Hollywood’s darling in the 1990s.

PREMIUM OFFER
SUBSCRIBE AND RECEIVE 
THESE WONDERFUL GIFTS*

* Visit deagostini.com and fanhome.com for more details. Images are not contractually binding. The items presented here may vary due to technical reasons beyond the control  
of the publisher. In the event of stock shortages or incidents beyond the control of the publisher, the subscription gifts will be replaced by another of equal or greater value.

THE ORIGIN OF 
A PHENOMENON
In the late 1970s, the success of the 
Superman movie prompted Warner 
Bros. to consider another project: 
bringing the adventures of Batman, 
another DC Comics hero, to the big 
screen. Gone was the childish tone of 
the 1960s’ television series: several 
people were hired to write a script for 
this serious Batman movie. It was then 
that a young Tim Burton presented his 
own project. It was the story of Bruce 
Wayne, who first witnesses the 
murder of his parents as a child, then 
transforms himself into a masked 
vigilante and devotes his life to 
fighting for justice. For Burton, 
Batman is a creature who emerges 
from the shadows and lives in Gotham 
City, a decadent city 
riddled with crime. In 
Burton’s feature film, 
the hero’s greatest 
enemy plays a 
prominent role: the 
Joker, played by 
actor Jack Nicholson.

BUILD THE REPLICA OF THE LEGENDARY
BATMOBILE FROM BATMAN 1989

DASHBOARD JET ENGINESIDE WINGSFRONT TURBINE

Thanks to the detailed instructions, you can 
easily build your Batmobile model. A simple 
assembly guide for an extraordinary result!

STEP-BY-STEP  
ASSEMBLY

Expand your horizons with this chapter that 
takes a broad look at the world of Batman: 
video games, models and toys, animated series, 
merchandise... not to mention the thousand 
and one forms that the DC Comics hero has 
taken outside of his comic book pages, making 
a mark on every generation.

THE UNIVERSE

Batman has been on the big screen for 
decades. Here, you’ll discover the secrets 
behind the films of Tim Burton and Joel 
Schumacher, not to mention Christopher 
Nolan’s trilogy, and Matt Reeves’ latest 
installment. Plus the Lego Batman Movie!

THE MOVIES

I
t was thanks to Batman that Tim 

Burton achieved fame. With the look of 

a tormented genius, unkempt hair, and 

a fondness for dark clothes, Burton 

became Hollywood’s young prodigy in the 

1990s. In addition to creating animated 

gems such as The Nightmare Before 

Christmas (1993), he directed the sequel 

to the adventures of the Caped Crusader, 

Batman Returns (1992), and made more 

personal films, including Edward 

Scissorhands (1990), among many others.T
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1st GIFT

3 POSTERS
Three stunning prints of the movie 
poster, the Batmobile, and our 
hero in action!

3rd GIFT

METAL PLATE
This exclusive metal plate 
featuring the Batman logo will 
delight all fans. 

4th GIFT

T-SHIRT
Proudly display the emblem
of Gotham’s vigilante on 
this awesome T-shirt.

100% coton
Size Large

2nd GIFT

MUG
A magnificent 
mug bearing 
the symbol  
of Gotham’s 
greatest hero!

MAGAZINES IN  
THE COLLECTION
Discover all the secrets of the iconic DC Comics character in a collection that 
explores Batman’s history, from his creation in 1939 in a short story in Detective 
Comics to his adventures on screen and beyond.

The best Batman stories, from his first 
appearance in Detective Comics to the most 
modern crossovers. Rediscover the great 
adventures, the enemies to defeat, and the 
artists and writers behind these epic tales. 
Embark on a journey into the world of the 
Caped Crusader!

THE COMICS

Show off your completed BATMOBILE with this  
high-quality illuminated display case! Protect it from dust 
and damage and give it pride of place in your collection.

Length: 78 cm / 31 in
Width: 40 cm / 16 in
Height: 30 cm / 12 in

PREMIUM DISPLAY CASE

*Visit deagostini.com and fanhome.com for more details. The display case will be delivered empty with the final assembly stage of the collection.  
In the event of stock shortages or any other incident beyond the control of the publisher, the display case will be replaced with another of equal or greater value.

 
The publisher reserves the right to modify the price of publications proportionally in the event  

of a significant increase in supply, production or transporation costs or inflation rate.
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MINIATURE 
This die-cast replica  
is the perfect addition  
to your collection.
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most-watched movie of the year behind Grease, and 
recalled the impact that only a year earlier George Lucas 
had achieved with Star Wars. 

The studio’s directors immediately suspected that, if 
Superman’s cinematic adventures had caused a sensation, 
the same could happen if they created a film about 
Batman, the other big star of DC Comics, the comic book 
publisher that was owned as a subsidiary by Warner Bros.

A FIRST ATTEMPT

then, in the 1960s, he had starred in a colorful television 
series that made the hero a pop icon of the era. But since 
ABC’s cancellation of the series in 1968, Gotham’s popular 
vigilante had stayed away from the screen.

In the early 1980s, Tom Mankiewicz was commissioned 
to write a script for a more serious Batman film, far 
removed from the childish tone of the 1960s TV series. 
The first treatment of the Batman project was modeled 
after the Superman movie, presenting Bruce Wayne’s 
story chronologically, from the time he witnessed the 

3. Batman and the Joker 
are two characters who 
represent good and evil. 
They are the opposite faces 
of Gotham City. 

4. A scene from Tim 
Burton’s film, as 
Batman goes in 
search of Vicki Vale, 
who has been 
kidnapped by the 
Joker in Gotham 
Cathedral.

TIM BURTON

Tim Burton, who had always shown an 
interest in naturalistic horror characters 
in his early work as a director (Vincent 

and Pee-wee’s Big Adventure), conceived 
Gotham City as a kind of hell where, among 
the rest of mortals, two scarred men 
coexisted: one physically, the Joker; and the 
other, emotionally, Bruce Wayne, traumatized 
by having witnessed the death of his parents. 
In a sense, one was a reflection of the other, 
but their confrontation became the definitive 
encounter between good and evil.
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That Batman script went no further, but the studio 
continued to commission scripts, and talked to directors 
including Ivan Reitman (Ghostbusters), Joe Dante 
(Gremlins), and Steven Spielberg (Raiders of the Lost 
Ark). Everything was considered, from an Art Deco period 
film to a family comedy with actor Bill Murray under the 
mask. But the weak box-office results obtained by the 
Superman movie sequels perhaps led the studio to believe 
that audiences were beginning to tire of superheroes. 

FRANK MILLER’S 
MASTERPIECE
It was the comic books that really revived the passion for 
Batman, especially Frank Miller’s miniseries Batman: The 
Dark Knight Returns (1986), which gave the story a sinister 
and pessimistic tone that had never been seen before 
in the superhero universe. The resonance of Miller’s 
work reawakened interest in Batman in the corridors of 

Warner Bros. It was then that a young director named 
Tim Burton knocked on the door of Warner’s head of 
production, Mark Canton, to present him with a novel 
idea. The filmmaker envisioned the project as a Grand 
Guignol play, where Gotham City would be shown as a 
decadent, crime-ridden city.

Mark Canton was fascinated by the idea, and greenlit 
the project. A new screenwriter came on board, Sam 
Hamm, to put Tim Burton’s ideas on paper. Between 
1987 and 1988, he developed up to five different drafts, 
centered on the figure of Bruce Wayne. In the first ones, 
the author spent more time developing the troubled 
life of the millionaire businessman of Gotham than 
the presence of the masked hero. The studio tried to 
bring him a little closer to the traditional vision of the 
superhero, but Hamm, with Burton’s complicity, always 
kept the idea of showing the protagonist as a figure that 
emerged from the shadows.

“For nearly a decade, all sorts of proposals circulated at Warner Bros. to make a Batman movie, including a comedy version with actor Bill Murray behind the mask.”

THE ORIGIN OF A LEGEND

O
n December 10, 1978, in Washington D. C., 

Warner Bros. studios presented the film 

Superman, directed by Richard Donner, with 

actor Christopher Reeve in the role of the hero created 

by writer Jerry Siegel and Canadian artist Joe Shuster. The 

feature film was an extraordinary success, was the second 

THE ORIGIN
OF A LEGEND
After Superman’s highly successful cinema debut in 1978, the Batman 

project got off the ground at Warner Bros. studios. But it would take more 

than a decade to become a reality, finally arriving in 1989, with a script by 

Sam Hamm, and directed by Tim Burton.

1. Poster for Tim Burton’s Batman. 

2. Michael Keaton, an actor who had 

already worked with Tim Burton on 

the film Beetlejuice, gave life to the 

character of Bruce Wayne/Batman.
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Super heroes are not supposed to 

grow old, yet the tale of a bitter, 

middle-aged Dark Knight fighting 

back the years to reclaim his city from the 

darkness consuming it, has become one of the 

most influential Batman tales ever.

In

sweat, and tears. 
Frank Miller began working on the Daredevil

DC’s world of Gotham. But was his vision too radical for 

mainstream Batman comics?

A perfect solution was found, a Batman tale, freed from 

regular continuity, set in a dystopian future. Provoked by 

the descent of Gotham into a lawless hell, Bruce Wayne 

donned the cowl after a ten-year absence. The older Dark 

Knight was a more cynical figure – vulnerable, but with a 

ruthless, mean edge. To save his city, he would grapple in 

the mud with the leader of an army of mutants, and face 

a twisted, final showdown with the Joker.

THE DARK 

KNIGHT 

RETURNS

Year: 
1986

Story and pencils 

Frank Miller

Inks: 
Frank Miller

and Klaus Janson

Colors and
visual effects 
Lynn Varley
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1. The original cover to The Dark Knight Returns Vol. 1 #1

(June 1986). Art by Frank Miller, colors by Lynn Varley.

A dystopian

Gotham turns

to the darkest 

knight of all

as its

savi
or.

2. Miller’s epic predicted the demise of Jason Todd and unveiled

a new, female Robin – young Carrie Kelley, untouched by the 

corruption of the world around her.

GREAT STORIES

FINAL TAKEDOWN 

The story culminated in a brutal confrontation 

with Superman, now a government lackey, 

ordered to bring him down. Fans were gripped 

by the shocking scenes of Bruce and Clark 

slugging it out to the bitter end. In fact, it wasn’t 

the end for the Dark Knight. In an uplifting 

twist, at the conclusion of a tale filled with 

bleak prophecy and anger, Miller provided a 

surprise resurrection and a hopeful future for 

his reborn knight.

3

“I’ve become a 
political liability... 
and you... you’re 

a joke.”

3. Heartstopping action as 

Batman and Superman meet in 

a final showdown. But is it really 

the end...?

4. The Dark Knight 

rides into action to 

save Gotham from 

burning, in the 
saga’s last chapter.

THE DARK KNIGHT RETURNS

By now, Batman was an unqualified hit with the reading public. With demand for Batman material on the increase, Gardner Fox was drafted in to write an unprecedented two-part story for Detective Comics #29-30 (July-August 1939). “The Batman Meets Doctor Death” pitted our hero against the eponymous mad scientist – who would go 

down in history as the Dark Knight’s first recurring super-villain. Doctor Death – known in polite society as Doctor Karl Hellfern – extorted money from his intended victims by threatening to poison them. Batman disrupted the evil scheme, of course, and by story’s end the villain was a broken man – his face scarred beyond recognition by an out-of-control lab fire. Doctor Death wouldn’t be the last 

4. Commissioner Gordon entertains Bruce Wayne, little suspecting his friend is Batman.

3. A Bob Kane and Bill Finger’s brainstorming resulted in a dazzlingly original superhero. 
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Bob Kane’s evocative cover shows Batman’s pervasive Gothic mood.
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BATMAN 1939

ar clouds were gathering in Europe 

in 1939, and the United States had 

yet to fully shrug off the debilitating 

effects of the Great Depression. Consequently, cheap 

escapist entertainment was popular on both sides of 

the Atlantic – and America’s emerging comic book 

industry had just experienced its first soaraway 

success with the premiere of Superman in Action

Comics #1 (June 1938).

DC Comics editor Vincent Sullivan hoped to catch 

lightning in a bottle for a second time with the creation 

of another costumed hero, and he turned to cartoonist 

Bob Kane for help. Kane, along with his long-time 

collaborator writer Bill Finger, drew on inspirations as 

diverse as Leonardo da Vinci’s “ornithopter” designs, 

expressionistic cinema, and pulp magazine mainstays 

to create the new hero. What emerged from a frantic 

weekend’s brainstorming was a character who was 

steeped in tradition – but who was also dazzlingly original.

Batman made his debut in Detective Comics #27 (May 

1939). In a six-page story entitled “The Case of the Chemical 

Syndicate,” Kane and Finger established much of Batman’s 

enduring mythos. The hero was secretly Bruce Wayne, a 

“young socialite” who waged a “lone battle against the evil 

forces of society” as the “mysterious and adventurous” 

Batman. The Dark Knight’s persona was clearly recognizable 

in that first story. He was a shadowy presence on inner-city 

rooftops – described as a “menacing figure” who “lashed 

out” at wrongdoers. Batman’s deductive abilities were also 

evident – as he soon figured out that crooked industrialist 

Alfred Stryker was responsible for murdering his erstwhile 

partners in the prestigious – and extremely valuable – Apex 

Chemical Corporation.

In the next issue of Detective Comics, Batman’s crime-

fighting prowess was on display again, as he swung from 

building to building in hot pursuit of a gang of jewel thieves. 

At one point in the story, gun-toting police officers mistook 

Batman for one of the crooks and opened fire on him – 

confirming the Dark Knight’s status as a vigilante hero. At 

the end of the tale, with all misunderstandings conveniently 

forgotten, Batman delivered the actual crooks into the care 

of Police Commissioner James Gordon – thus establishing a 

crime-fighting partnership that would endure for decades.

1

1. ‘The’ Batman’s first thrilling adventure featured in 

Detective Comics, May 1939.

YEAR BY YEAR
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THE BATMOBILE
Referencing the Art Deco style 
of Gotham City, the Batmobile 
from Tim Burton’s film is a fast 
and stealthy vehicle. But its 
most important feature is 

undoubtedly what’s 
inside: a large 

number of 
high-tech  
gadgets.

Have you ever dreamed of owning the Batmobile from Tim Burton’s legendary movie? 
 Each issue comes with an assembly guide that will help you build this legendary vehicle with ease!

TIM BURTON’S BATMAN Tim Burton’s film was released in the year of Batman’s 50th anniversary 
in comic books. On the heels of his success, the director became 
Hollywood’s darling in the 1990s.
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THE ORIGIN OF 
A PHENOMENON
In the late 1970s, the success of the 
Superman movie prompted Warner 
Bros. to consider another project: 
bringing the adventures of Batman, 
another DC Comics hero, to the big 
screen. Gone was the childish tone of 
the 1960s’ television series: several 
people were hired to write a script for 
this serious Batman movie. It was then 
that a young Tim Burton presented his 
own project. It was the story of Bruce 
Wayne, who first witnesses the 
murder of his parents as a child, then 
transforms himself into a masked 
vigilante and devotes his life to 
fighting for justice. For Burton, 
Batman is a creature who emerges 
from the shadows and lives in Gotham 
City, a decadent city 
riddled with crime. In 
Burton’s feature film, 
the hero’s greatest 
enemy plays a 
prominent role: the 
Joker, played by 
actor Jack Nicholson.
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Thanks to the detailed instructions, you can 
easily build your Batmobile model. A simple 
assembly guide for an extraordinary result!
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ASSEMBLY

Expand your horizons with this chapter that 
takes a broad look at the world of Batman: 
video games, models and toys, animated series, 
merchandise... not to mention the thousand 
and one forms that the DC Comics hero has 
taken outside of his comic book pages, making 
a mark on every generation.

THE UNIVERSE

Batman has been on the big screen for 
decades. Here, you’ll discover the secrets 
behind the films of Tim Burton and Joel 
Schumacher, not to mention Christopher 
Nolan’s trilogy, and Matt Reeves’ latest 
installment. Plus the Lego Batman Movie!

THE MOVIES

I
t was thanks to Batman that Tim 

Burton achieved fame. With the look of 

a tormented genius, unkempt hair, and 

a fondness for dark clothes, Burton 

became Hollywood’s young prodigy in the 

1990s. In addition to creating animated 

gems such as The Nightmare Before 

Christmas (1993), he directed the sequel 

to the adventures of the Caped Crusader, 

Batman Returns (1992), and made more 

personal films, including Edward 

Scissorhands (1990), among many others.T
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modern crossovers. Rediscover the great 
adventures, the enemies to defeat, and the 
artists and writers behind these epic tales. 
Embark on a journey into the world of the 
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most-watched movie of the year behind Grease, and 
recalled the impact that only a year earlier George Lucas 
had achieved with StarWars. 

The studio’s directors immediately suspected that, if 
Superman’s cinematic adventures had caused a sensation, 
the same could happen if they created a film about 
Batman, the other big star of DC Comics, the comic book 
publisher that was owned as a subsidiary by WarnerBros.

A FIRST ATTEMPT

then, in the 1960s, he had starred in a colorful television 
series that made the hero a pop icon of the era. But since 
ABC’s cancellation of the series in 1968, Gotham’s popular 
vigilante had stayed away from thescreen.

In the early 1980s, Tom Mankiewicz was commissioned 
to write a script for a more serious Batman film, far 
removed from the childish tone of the 1960s TV series. 
The first treatment of the Batman project was modeled 
after the Superman movie, presenting Bruce Wayne’s 
story chronologically, from the time he witnessed the 

3.Batman and the Joker 
are two characters who 
represent good and evil. 
They are the opposite faces 
of Gotham City. 

4.A scene from Tim 
Burton’s film, as 
Batman goes in 
search of Vicki Vale, 
who has been 
kidnapped by the 
Joker in Gotham 
Cathedral.

TIM BURTON

T
im Burton, who had always shown an 
interest in naturalistic horror characters 
in his early work as a director (Vincent 

and Pee-wee’s Big Adventure), conceived 
Gotham City as a kind of hell where, among 
the rest of mortals, two scarred men 
coexisted: one physically, the Joker; and the 
other, emotionally, Bruce Wayne, traumatized 
by having witnessed the death of his parents. 
In a sense, one was a reflection of the other, 
but their confrontation became the definitive 
encounter between good and evil.
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That Batman script went no further, but the studio 
continued to commission scripts, and talked to directors 
including Ivan Reitman (Ghostbusters), Joe Dante 
(Gremlins), and Steven Spielberg (Raiders of the Lost 
Ark). Everything was considered, from an Art Deco period 
film to a family comedy with actor Bill Murray under the 
mask. But the weak box-office results obtained by the 
Superman movie sequels perhaps led the studio to believe 
that audiences were beginning to tire ofsuperheroes. 

FRANK MILLER’S 
MASTERPIECE
It was the comic books that really revived the passion for 
Batman, especially Frank Miller’s miniseries Batman: The 
Dark Knight Returns (1986), which gave the story a sinister 
and pessimistic tone that had never been seen before 
in the superhero universe. The resonance of Miller’s 
work reawakened interest in Batman in the corridors of 

Warner Bros. It was then that a young director named 
Tim Burton knocked on the door of Warner’s head of 
production, Mark Canton, to present him with a novel 
idea. The filmmaker envisioned the project as a Grand 
Guignol play, where Gotham City would be shown as a 
decadent, crime-riddencity.

Mark Canton was fascinated by the idea, and greenlit 
the project. A new screenwriter came on board, Sam 
Hamm, to put Tim Burton’s ideas on paper. Between 
1987 and 1988, he developed up to five different drafts, 
centered on the figure of Bruce Wayne. In the first ones, 
the author spent more time developing the troubled 
life of the millionaire businessman of Gotham than 
the presence of the masked hero. The studio tried to 
bring him a little closer to the traditional vision of the 
superhero, but Hamm, with Burton’s complicity, always 
kept the idea of showing the protagonist as a figure that 
emerged from theshadows.

“For nearly a decade, all sorts of proposals circulated at Warner Bros. to make a Batman movie, including a comedy version with actor Bill Murray behind the mask.”

THE ORIGIN OF A LEGEND

O
n December 10, 1978, in Washington D. C., 

Warner Bros. studios presented the film 

Superman, directed by Richard Donner, with 

actor Christopher Reeve in the role of the hero created 

by writer Jerry Siegel and Canadian artist Joe Shuster. The 

feature film was an extraordinary success, was the second 

THE ORIGIN
OF ALEGEND
After Superman’s highly successful cinema debut in 1978, the Batman 

project got off the ground at Warner Bros. studios. But it would take more 

than a decade to become a reality, finally arriving in 1989, with a script by 

Sam Hamm, and directed by TimBurton.

1.Poster for Tim Burton’s Batman. 

2.Michael Keaton, an actor who had 

already worked with Tim Burton on 

the film Beetlejuice, gave life to the 

character of Bruce Wayne/Batman.

SCALE 1:8

S
uper heroes are not supposed to 

grow old, yet the tale of a bitter, 

middle-aged Dark Knight fighting 

back the years to reclaim his city from the 

darkness consuming it, has become one of the 

most influential Batman talesever.

In

sweat, andtears. 
Frank Miller began working on the Daredevil

DC’s world of Gotham. But was his vision too radical for 

mainstream Batmancomics?

A perfect solution was found, a Batman tale, freed from 

regular continuity, set in a dystopian future. Provoked by 

the descent of Gotham into a lawless hell, Bruce Wayne 

donned the cowl after a ten-year absence. The older Dark 

Knight was a more cynical figure – vulnerable, but with a 

ruthless, mean edge. To save his city, he would grapple in 

the mud with the leader of an army of mutants, and face 

a twisted, final showdown with theJoker.

THE DARK 

KNIGHT 

RETURNS
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Frank Miller
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Frank Miller

and Klaus Janson

Colors and
visual effects 
Lynn Varley
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1.The original cover to The Dark Knight Returns Vol. 1 #1

(June 1986). Art by Frank Miller, colors by Lynn Varley.

A dystopian

Gotham turns

to the darkest 

knight of all

as its

savior.

2.Miller’s epic predicted the demise of Jason Todd and unveiled

a new, female Robin – young Carrie Kelley, untouched by the 

corruption of the world around her.

GREAT STORIES

FINAL TAKEDOWN 

The story culminated in a brutal confrontation 

with Superman, now a government lackey, 

ordered to bring him down. Fans were gripped 

by the shocking scenes of Bruce and Clark 

slugging it out to the bitter end. In fact, it wasn’t 

the end for the Dark Knight. In an uplifting 

twist, at the conclusion of a tale filled with 

bleak prophecy and anger, Miller provided a 

surprise resurrection and a hopeful future for 

his reborn knight.

3

“I’ve become a 
political liability... 
and you... you’re 

a joke.”

3.Heartstopping action as 

Batman and Superman meet in 

a final showdown. But is it really 

the end...?

4.The Dark Knight 

rides into action to 

save Gotham from 

burning, in the 
saga’s last chapter.

THE DARK KNIGHT RETURNS

By now, Batman was an unqualified hit with the reading public. With demand for Batman material on the increase, Gardner Fox was drafted in to write an unprecedented two-part story for Detective Comics #29-30 (July-August 1939). “The Batman Meets Doctor Death” pitted our hero against the eponymous mad scientist – who would go 

down in history as the Dark Knight’s first recurring super- villain. Doctor Death – known in polite society as Doctor Karl Hellfern – extorted money from his intended victims by threatening to poison them. Batman disrupted the evil scheme, of course, and by story’s end the villain was a broken man – his face scarred beyond recognition by an out-of-control lab fire. Doctor Death wouldn’t be the last 

4.Commissioner Gordon entertains Bruce Wayne, little suspecting his friend is Batman.

3.A Bob Kane and Bill Finger’s brainstorming resulted in a dazzlingly original superhero. 

3

4

YEAR BY YEAR

Bob Kane’s evocative cover shows Batman’s pervasive Gothic mood.

5

BATMAN 1939

ar clouds were gathering in Europe 

in 1939, and the United States had 

yet to fully shrug off the debilitating 

effects of the Great Depression. Consequently, cheap 

escapist entertainment was popular on both sides of 

the Atlantic – and America’s emerging comic book 

industry had just experienced its first soaraway 

success with the premiere of Superman inAction

Comics #1 (June1938).

DC Comics editor Vincent Sullivan hoped to catch 

lightning in a bottle for a second time with the creation 

of another costumed hero, and he turned to cartoonist 

Bob Kane for help. Kane, along with his long-time 

collaborator writer Bill Finger, drew on inspirations as 

diverse as Leonardo da Vinci’s “ornithopter” designs, 

expressionistic cinema, and pulp magazine mainstays 

to create the new hero. What emerged from a frantic 

weekend’s brainstorming was a character who was 

steeped in tradition – but who was also dazzlinglyoriginal.

Batman made his debut in Detective Comics #27 (May 

1939). In a six-page story entitled “The Case of the Chemical 

Syndicate,” Kane and Finger established much of Batman’s 

enduring mythos. The hero was secretly Bruce Wayne, a 

“young socialite” who waged a “lone battle against the evil 

forces of society” as the “mysterious and adventurous” 

Batman. The Dark Knight’s persona was clearly recognizable 

in that first story. He was a shadowy presence on inner-city 

rooftops – described as a “menacing figure” who “lashed 

out” at wrongdoers. Batman’s deductive abilities were also 

evident – as he soon figured out that crookedindustrialist 

Alfred Stryker was responsible for murdering his erstwhile 

partners in the prestigious – and extremely valuable – Apex 

ChemicalCorporation.

In the next issue of Detective Comics, Batman’s crime-

fighting prowess was on display again, as he swung from 

building to building in hot pursuit of a gang of jewel thieves. 

At one point in the story, gun-toting police officers mistook 

Batman for one of the crooks and opened fire on him – 

confirming the Dark Knight’s status as a vigilante hero. At 

the end of the tale, with all misunderstandings conveniently 

forgotten, Batman delivered the actual crooks into the care 

of Police Commissioner James Gordon – thus establishing a 

crime-fighting partnership that would endure fordecades.

1

1.‘The’ Batman’s first thrilling adventure featured in 

Detective Comics, May 1939.

YEAR BY YEAR
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THE BATMOBILE
Referencing the Art Deco style 
of Gotham City, the Batmobile 
from Tim Burton’s film is a fast 
and stealthy vehicle. But its 
most important feature is 

undoubtedly what’s 
inside: a large 

number of 
high-tech  
gadgets.

Have you ever dreamed of owning the Batmobile from Tim Burton’s legendary movie? 
 Each issue comes with an assembly guide that will help you build this legendary vehicle with ease!

TIM BURTON’S BATMAN
Tim Burton’s film was released in the year of Batman’s 50th anniversary 
in comic books. On the heels of his success, the director became 
Hollywood’s darling in the 1990s.
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THE ORIGIN OF 
A PHENOMENON
In the late 1970s, the success of the 
Superman movie prompted Warner 
Bros. to consider another project: 
bringing the adventures of Batman, 
another DC Comics hero, to the big 
screen. Gone was the childish tone of 
the 1960s’ television series: several 
people were hired to write a script for 
this serious Batman movie. It was then 
that a young Tim Burton presented his 
own project. It was the story of Bruce 
Wayne, who first witnesses the 
murder of his parents as a child, then 
transforms himself into a masked 
vigilante and devotes his life to 
fighting for justice. For Burton, 
Batman is a creature who emerges 
from the shadows and lives in Gotham 
City, a decadent city 
riddled with crime. In 
Burton’s feature film, 
the hero’s greatest 
enemy plays a 
prominent role: the 
Joker, played by 
actor Jack Nicholson.

BUILD THE REPLICA OF THE LEGENDARY
BATMOBILE FROM BATMAN 1989

DASHBOARDJET ENGINE SIDE WINGS FRONT TURBINE

Thanks to the detailed instructions, you can 
easily build your Batmobile model. A simple 
assembly guide for an extraordinary result!

STEP-BY-STEP  
ASSEMBLY

Expand your horizons with this chapter that 
takes a broad look at the world of Batman: 
video games, models and toys, animated series, 
merchandise... not to mention the thousand 
and one forms that the DC Comics hero has 
taken outside of his comic book pages, making 
a mark on every generation.

THE UNIVERSE

Batman has been on the big screen for 
decades. Here, you’ll discover the secrets 
behind the films of Tim Burton and Joel 
Schumacher, not to mention Christopher 
Nolan’s trilogy, and Matt Reeves’ latest 
installment. Plus the Lego Batman Movie!

THE MOVIES

I
t was thanks to Batman that Tim 

Burton achieved fame. With the look of 

a tormented genius, unkempt hair, and 

a fondness for dark clothes, Burton 

became Hollywood’s young prodigy in the 

1990s. In addition to creating animated 

gems such as The Nightmare Before 

Christmas (1993), he directed the sequel 

to the adventures of the Caped Crusader, 

Batman Returns (1992), and made more 

personal films, including Edward 

Scissorhands (1990), among many others. T
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3 POSTERS
Three stunning prints of the movie 
poster, the Batmobile, and our 
hero in action!

3rd GIFT

METAL PLATE
This exclusive metal plate 
featuring the Batman logo will 
delight all fans. 
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T-SHIRT
Proudly display the emblem
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this awesome T-shirt.
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MUG
A magnificent 
mug bearing 
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of Gotham’s 
greatest hero!
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THE COLLECTION Discover all the secrets of the iconic DC Comics character in a collection that 
explores Batman’s history, from his creation in 1939 in a short story in Detective 
Comics to his adventures on screen and beyond.

The best Batman stories, from his first 
appearance in Detective Comics to the most 
modern crossovers. Rediscover the great 
adventures, the enemies to defeat, and the 
artists and writers behind these epic tales. 
Embark on a journey into the world of the 
Caped Crusader!
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Show off your completed BATMOBILE with this  
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most-watched movie of the year behind Grease, and 
recalled the impact that only a year earlier George Lucas 
had achieved with Star Wars. 

The studio’s directors immediately suspected that, if 
Superman’s cinematic adventures had caused a sensation, 
the same could happen if they created a film about 
Batman, the other big star of DC Comics, the comic book 
publisher that was owned as a subsidiary by Warner Bros.

A FIRST ATTEMPT

then, in the 1960s, he had starred in a colorful television 
series that made the hero a pop icon of the era. But since 
ABC’s cancellation of the series in 1968, Gotham’s popular 
vigilante had stayed away from the screen.

In the early 1980s, Tom Mankiewicz was commissioned 
to write a script for a more serious Batman film, far 
removed from the childish tone of the 1960s TV series. 
The first treatment of the Batman project was modeled 
after the Superman movie, presenting Bruce Wayne’s 
story chronologically, from the time he witnessed the 

3. Batman and the Joker 
are two characters who 
represent good and evil. 
They are the opposite faces 
of Gotham City. 

4. A scene from Tim 
Burton’s film, as 
Batman goes in 
search of Vicki Vale, 
who has been 
kidnapped by the 
Joker in Gotham 
Cathedral.

TIM BURTON

Tim Burton, who had always shown an 
interest in naturalistic horror characters 
in his early work as a director (Vincent 

and Pee-wee’s Big Adventure), conceived 
Gotham City as a kind of hell where, among 
the rest of mortals, two scarred men 
coexisted: one physically, the Joker; and the 
other, emotionally, Bruce Wayne, traumatized 
by having witnessed the death of his parents. 
In a sense, one was a reflection of the other, 
but their confrontation became the definitive 
encounter between good and evil.
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That Batman script went no further, but the studio 
continued to commission scripts, and talked to directors 
including Ivan Reitman (Ghostbusters), Joe Dante 
(Gremlins), and Steven Spielberg (Raiders of the Lost 
Ark). Everything was considered, from an Art Deco period 
film to a family comedy with actor Bill Murray under the 
mask. But the weak box-office results obtained by the 
Superman movie sequels perhaps led the studio to believe 
that audiences were beginning to tire of superheroes. 

FRANK MILLER’S 
MASTERPIECE
It was the comic books that really revived the passion for 
Batman, especially Frank Miller’s miniseries Batman: The 
Dark Knight Returns (1986), which gave the story a sinister 
and pessimistic tone that had never been seen before 
in the superhero universe. The resonance of Miller’s 
work reawakened interest in Batman in the corridors of 

Warner Bros. It was then that a young director named 
Tim Burton knocked on the door of Warner’s head of 
production, Mark Canton, to present him with a novel 
idea. The filmmaker envisioned the project as a Grand 
Guignol play, where Gotham City would be shown as a 
decadent, crime-ridden city.

Mark Canton was fascinated by the idea, and greenlit 
the project. A new screenwriter came on board, Sam 
Hamm, to put Tim Burton’s ideas on paper. Between 
1987 and 1988, he developed up to five different drafts, 
centered on the figure of Bruce Wayne. In the first ones, 
the author spent more time developing the troubled 
life of the millionaire businessman of Gotham than 
the presence of the masked hero. The studio tried to 
bring him a little closer to the traditional vision of the 
superhero, but Hamm, with Burton’s complicity, always 
kept the idea of showing the protagonist as a figure that 
emerged from the shadows.

“For nearly a decade, all sorts of proposals circulated at Warner Bros. to make a Batman movie, including a comedy version with actor Bill Murray behind the mask.”

THE ORIGIN OF A LEGEND

O
n December 10, 1978, in Washington D. C., 

Warner Bros. studios presented the film 

Superman, directed by Richard Donner, with 

actor Christopher Reeve in the role of the hero created 

by writer Jerry Siegel and Canadian artist Joe Shuster. The 

feature film was an extraordinary success, was the second 

THE ORIGIN
OF A LEGEND
After Superman’s highly successful cinema debut in 1978, the Batman 

project got off the ground at Warner Bros. studios. But it would take more 

than a decade to become a reality, finally arriving in 1989, with a script by 

Sam Hamm, and directed by Tim Burton.

1. Poster for Tim Burton’s Batman. 

2. Michael Keaton, an actor who had 

already worked with Tim Burton on 

the film Beetlejuice, gave life to the 

character of Bruce Wayne/Batman.
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Super heroes are not supposed to 

grow old, yet the tale of a bitter, 

middle-aged Dark Knight fighting 

back the years to reclaim his city from the 

darkness consuming it, has become one of the 

most influential Batman tales ever.

In

sweat, and tears. 
Frank Miller began working on the Daredevil

DC’s world of Gotham. But was his vision too radical for 

mainstream Batman comics?

A perfect solution was found, a Batman tale, freed from 

regular continuity, set in a dystopian future. Provoked by 

the descent of Gotham into a lawless hell, Bruce Wayne 

donned the cowl after a ten-year absence. The older Dark 

Knight was a more cynical figure – vulnerable, but with a 

ruthless, mean edge. To save his city, he would grapple in 

the mud with the leader of an army of mutants, and face 

a twisted, final showdown with the Joker.
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1. The original cover to The Dark Knight Returns Vol. 1 #1

(June 1986). Art by Frank Miller, colors by Lynn Varley.

A dystopian

Gotham turns

to the darkest 

knight of all

as its

savi
or.

2. Miller’s epic predicted the demise of Jason Todd and unveiled

a new, female Robin – young Carrie Kelley, untouched by the 

corruption of the world around her.

GREAT STORIES

FINAL TAKEDOWN 

The story culminated in a brutal confrontation 

with Superman, now a government lackey, 

ordered to bring him down. Fans were gripped 

by the shocking scenes of Bruce and Clark 

slugging it out to the bitter end. In fact, it wasn’t 

the end for the Dark Knight. In an uplifting 

twist, at the conclusion of a tale filled with 

bleak prophecy and anger, Miller provided a 

surprise resurrection and a hopeful future for 

his reborn knight.

3

“I’ve become a 
political liability... 
and you... you’re 

a joke.”

3. Heartstopping action as 

Batman and Superman meet in 

a final showdown. But is it really 

the end...?

4. The Dark Knight 

rides into action to 

save Gotham from 

burning, in the 
saga’s last chapter.

THE DARK KNIGHT RETURNS

By now, Batman was an unqualified hit with the reading public. With demand for Batman material on the increase, Gardner Fox was drafted in to write an unprecedented two-part story for Detective Comics #29-30 (July-August 1939). “The Batman Meets Doctor Death” pitted our hero against the eponymous mad scientist – who would go 

down in history as the Dark Knight’s first recurring super-villain. Doctor Death – known in polite society as Doctor Karl Hellfern – extorted money from his intended victims by threatening to poison them. Batman disrupted the evil scheme, of course, and by story’s end the villain was a broken man – his face scarred beyond recognition by an out-of-control lab fire. Doctor Death wouldn’t be the last 

4. Commissioner Gordon entertains Bruce Wayne, little suspecting his friend is Batman.

3. A Bob Kane and Bill Finger’s brainstorming resulted in a dazzlingly original superhero. 
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BATMAN 1939

ar clouds were gathering in Europe 

in 1939, and the United States had 

yet to fully shrug off the debilitating 

effects of the Great Depression. Consequently, cheap 

escapist entertainment was popular on both sides of 

the Atlantic – and America’s emerging comic book 

industry had just experienced its first soaraway 

success with the premiere of Superman in Action

Comics #1 (June 1938).

DC Comics editor Vincent Sullivan hoped to catch 

lightning in a bottle for a second time with the creation 

of another costumed hero, and he turned to cartoonist 

Bob Kane for help. Kane, along with his long-time 

collaborator writer Bill Finger, drew on inspirations as 

diverse as Leonardo da Vinci’s “ornithopter” designs, 

expressionistic cinema, and pulp magazine mainstays 

to create the new hero. What emerged from a frantic 

weekend’s brainstorming was a character who was 

steeped in tradition – but who was also dazzlingly original.

Batman made his debut in Detective Comics #27 (May 

1939). In a six-page story entitled “The Case of the Chemical 

Syndicate,” Kane and Finger established much of Batman’s 

enduring mythos. The hero was secretly Bruce Wayne, a 

“young socialite” who waged a “lone battle against the evil 

forces of society” as the “mysterious and adventurous” 

Batman. The Dark Knight’s persona was clearly recognizable 

in that first story. He was a shadowy presence on inner-city 

rooftops – described as a “menacing figure” who “lashed 

out” at wrongdoers. Batman’s deductive abilities were also 

evident – as he soon figured out that crooked industrialist 

Alfred Stryker was responsible for murdering his erstwhile 

partners in the prestigious – and extremely valuable – Apex 

Chemical Corporation.

In the next issue of Detective Comics, Batman’s crime-

fighting prowess was on display again, as he swung from 

building to building in hot pursuit of a gang of jewel thieves. 

At one point in the story, gun-toting police officers mistook 

Batman for one of the crooks and opened fire on him – 

confirming the Dark Knight’s status as a vigilante hero. At 

the end of the tale, with all misunderstandings conveniently 

forgotten, Batman delivered the actual crooks into the care 

of Police Commissioner James Gordon – thus establishing a 

crime-fighting partnership that would endure for decades.

1

1. ‘The’ Batman’s first thrilling adventure featured in 

Detective Comics, May 1939.
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from Tim Burton’s film is a fast 
and stealthy vehicle. But its 
most important feature is 

undoubtedly what’s 
inside: a large 

number of 
high-tech  
gadgets.

Have you ever dreamed of owning the Batmobile from Tim Burton’s legendary movie? 
 Each issue comes with an assembly guide that will help you build this legendary vehicle with ease!

TIM BURTON’S BATMAN Tim Burton’s film was released in the year of Batman’s 50th anniversary 
in comic books. On the heels of his success, the director became 
Hollywood’s darling in the 1990s.
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THE ORIGIN OF 
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In the late 1970s, the success of the 
Superman movie prompted Warner 
Bros. to consider another project: 
bringing the adventures of Batman, 
another DC Comics hero, to the big 
screen. Gone was the childish tone of 
the 1960s’ television series: several 
people were hired to write a script for 
this serious Batman movie. It was then 
that a young Tim Burton presented his 
own project. It was the story of Bruce 
Wayne, who first witnesses the 
murder of his parents as a child, then 
transforms himself into a masked 
vigilante and devotes his life to 
fighting for justice. For Burton, 
Batman is a creature who emerges 
from the shadows and lives in Gotham 
City, a decadent city 
riddled with crime. In 
Burton’s feature film, 
the hero’s greatest 
enemy plays a 
prominent role: the 
Joker, played by 
actor Jack Nicholson.
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BATMOBILE FROM BATMAN 1989
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Thanks to the detailed instructions, you can 
easily build your Batmobile model. A simple 
assembly guide for an extraordinary result!

STEP-BY-STEP  
ASSEMBLY

Expand your horizons with this chapter that 
takes a broad look at the world of Batman: 
video games, models and toys, animated series, 
merchandise... not to mention the thousand 
and one forms that the DC Comics hero has 
taken outside of his comic book pages, making 
a mark on every generation.

THE UNIVERSE

Batman has been on the big screen for 
decades. Here, you’ll discover the secrets 
behind the films of Tim Burton and Joel 
Schumacher, not to mention Christopher 
Nolan’s trilogy, and Matt Reeves’ latest 
installment. Plus the Lego Batman Movie!

THE MOVIES

I
t was thanks to Batman that Tim 

Burton achieved fame. With the look of 

a tormented genius, unkempt hair, and 

a fondness for dark clothes, Burton 

became Hollywood’s young prodigy in the 

1990s. In addition to creating animated 

gems such as The Nightmare Before 

Christmas (1993), he directed the sequel 

to the adventures of the Caped Crusader, 

Batman Returns (1992), and made more 

personal films, including Edward 

Scissorhands (1990), among many others.T
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most-watched movie of the year behind Grease, and 
recalled the impact that only a year earlier George Lucas 
had achieved with Star Wars. 

The studio’s directors immediately suspected that, if 
Superman’s cinematic adventures had caused a sensation, 
the same could happen if they created a film about 
Batman, the other big star of DC Comics, the comic book 
publisher that was owned as a subsidiary by Warner Bros.

A FIRST ATTEMPT

then, in the 1960s, he had starred in a colorful television 
series that made the hero a pop icon of the era. But since 
ABC’s cancellation of the series in 1968, Gotham’s popular 
vigilante had stayed away from the screen.

In the early 1980s, Tom Mankiewicz was commissioned 
to write a script for a more serious Batman film, far 
removed from the childish tone of the 1960s TV series. 
The first treatment of the Batman project was modeled 
after the Superman movie, presenting Bruce Wayne’s 
story chronologically, from the time he witnessed the 

3. Batman and the Joker 
are two characters who 
represent good and evil. 
They are the opposite faces 
of Gotham City. 

4. A scene from Tim 
Burton’s film, as 
Batman goes in 
search of Vicki Vale, 
who has been 
kidnapped by the 
Joker in Gotham 
Cathedral.

TIM BURTON

Tim Burton, who had always shown an 
interest in naturalistic horror characters 
in his early work as a director (Vincent 

and Pee-wee’s Big Adventure), conceived 
Gotham City as a kind of hell where, among 
the rest of mortals, two scarred men 
coexisted: one physically, the Joker; and the 
other, emotionally, Bruce Wayne, traumatized 
by having witnessed the death of his parents. 
In a sense, one was a reflection of the other, 
but their confrontation became the definitive 
encounter between good and evil.
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That Batman script went no further, but the studio 
continued to commission scripts, and talked to directors 
including Ivan Reitman (Ghostbusters), Joe Dante 
(Gremlins), and Steven Spielberg (Raiders of the Lost 
Ark). Everything was considered, from an Art Deco period 
film to a family comedy with actor Bill Murray under the 
mask. But the weak box-office results obtained by the 
Superman movie sequels perhaps led the studio to believe 
that audiences were beginning to tire of superheroes. 

FRANK MILLER’S 
MASTERPIECE
It was the comic books that really revived the passion for 
Batman, especially Frank Miller’s miniseries Batman: The 
Dark Knight Returns (1986), which gave the story a sinister 
and pessimistic tone that had never been seen before 
in the superhero universe. The resonance of Miller’s 
work reawakened interest in Batman in the corridors of 

Warner Bros. It was then that a young director named 
Tim Burton knocked on the door of Warner’s head of 
production, Mark Canton, to present him with a novel 
idea. The filmmaker envisioned the project as a Grand 
Guignol play, where Gotham City would be shown as a 
decadent, crime-ridden city.

Mark Canton was fascinated by the idea, and greenlit 
the project. A new screenwriter came on board, Sam 
Hamm, to put Tim Burton’s ideas on paper. Between 
1987 and 1988, he developed up to five different drafts, 
centered on the figure of Bruce Wayne. In the first ones, 
the author spent more time developing the troubled 
life of the millionaire businessman of Gotham than 
the presence of the masked hero. The studio tried to 
bring him a little closer to the traditional vision of the 
superhero, but Hamm, with Burton’s complicity, always 
kept the idea of showing the protagonist as a figure that 
emerged from the shadows.

“For nearly a decade, all sorts of proposals circulated at Warner Bros. to make a Batman movie, including a comedy version with actor Bill Murray behind the mask.”

THE ORIGIN OF A LEGEND

O
n December 10, 1978, in Washington D. C., 

Warner Bros. studios presented the film 

Superman, directed by Richard Donner, with 

actor Christopher Reeve in the role of the hero created 

by writer Jerry Siegel and Canadian artist Joe Shuster. The 

feature film was an extraordinary success, was the second 

THE ORIGIN
OF A LEGEND
After Superman’s highly successful cinema debut in 1978, the Batman 

project got off the ground at Warner Bros. studios. But it would take more 

than a decade to become a reality, finally arriving in 1989, with a script by 

Sam Hamm, and directed by Tim Burton.

1. Poster for Tim Burton’s Batman. 

2. Michael Keaton, an actor who had 

already worked with Tim Burton on 

the film Beetlejuice, gave life to the 

character of Bruce Wayne/Batman.
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Super heroes are not supposed to 

grow old, yet the tale of a bitter, 

middle-aged Dark Knight fighting 

back the years to reclaim his city from the 

darkness consuming it, has become one of the 

most influential Batman tales ever.

In

sweat, and tears. 
Frank Miller began working on the Daredevil

DC’s world of Gotham. But was his vision too radical for 

mainstream Batman comics?

A perfect solution was found, a Batman tale, freed from 

regular continuity, set in a dystopian future. Provoked by 

the descent of Gotham into a lawless hell, Bruce Wayne 

donned the cowl after a ten-year absence. The older Dark 

Knight was a more cynical figure – vulnerable, but with a 

ruthless, mean edge. To save his city, he would grapple in 

the mud with the leader of an army of mutants, and face 

a twisted, final showdown with the Joker.

THE DARK 

KNIGHT 

RETURNS

Year: 
1986

Story and pencils 

Frank Miller

Inks: 
Frank Miller

and Klaus Janson

Colors and
visual effects 
Lynn Varley
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1

1. The original cover to The Dark Knight Returns Vol. 1 #1

(June 1986). Art by Frank Miller, colors by Lynn Varley.

A dystopian

Gotham turns

to the darkest 

knight of all

as its

savi
or.

2. Miller’s epic predicted the demise of Jason Todd and unveiled

a new, female Robin – young Carrie Kelley, untouched by the 

corruption of the world around her.

GREAT STORIES

FINAL TAKEDOWN 

The story culminated in a brutal confrontation 

with Superman, now a government lackey, 

ordered to bring him down. Fans were gripped 

by the shocking scenes of Bruce and Clark 

slugging it out to the bitter end. In fact, it wasn’t 

the end for the Dark Knight. In an uplifting 

twist, at the conclusion of a tale filled with 

bleak prophecy and anger, Miller provided a 

surprise resurrection and a hopeful future for 

his reborn knight.
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“I’ve become a 
political liability... 
and you... you’re 

a joke.”

3. Heartstopping action as 

Batman and Superman meet in 

a final showdown. But is it really 

the end...?

4. The Dark Knight 

rides into action to 

save Gotham from 

burning, in the 
saga’s last chapter.

THE DARK KNIGHT RETURNS

By now, Batman was an unqualified hit with the reading public. With demand for Batman material on the increase, Gardner Fox was drafted in to write an unprecedented two-part story for Detective Comics #29-30 (July-August 1939). “The Batman Meets Doctor Death” pitted our hero against the eponymous mad scientist – who would go 

down in history as the Dark Knight’s first recurring super-villain. Doctor Death – known in polite society as Doctor Karl Hellfern – extorted money from his intended victims by threatening to poison them. Batman disrupted the evil scheme, of course, and by story’s end the villain was a broken man – his face scarred beyond recognition by an out-of-control lab fire. Doctor Death wouldn’t be the last 

4. Commissioner Gordon entertains Bruce Wayne, little suspecting his friend is Batman.

3. A Bob Kane and Bill Finger’s brainstorming resulted in a dazzlingly original superhero. 
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Bob Kane’s evocative cover shows Batman’s pervasive Gothic mood.
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BATMAN 1939

ar clouds were gathering in Europe 

in 1939, and the United States had 

yet to fully shrug off the debilitating 

effects of the Great Depression. Consequently, cheap 

escapist entertainment was popular on both sides of 

the Atlantic – and America’s emerging comic book 

industry had just experienced its first soaraway 

success with the premiere of Superman in Action

Comics #1 (June 1938).

DC Comics editor Vincent Sullivan hoped to catch 

lightning in a bottle for a second time with the creation 

of another costumed hero, and he turned to cartoonist 

Bob Kane for help. Kane, along with his long-time 

collaborator writer Bill Finger, drew on inspirations as 

diverse as Leonardo da Vinci’s “ornithopter” designs, 

expressionistic cinema, and pulp magazine mainstays 

to create the new hero. What emerged from a frantic 

weekend’s brainstorming was a character who was 

steeped in tradition – but who was also dazzlingly original.

Batman made his debut in Detective Comics #27 (May 

1939). In a six-page story entitled “The Case of the Chemical 

Syndicate,” Kane and Finger established much of Batman’s 

enduring mythos. The hero was secretly Bruce Wayne, a 

“young socialite” who waged a “lone battle against the evil 

forces of society” as the “mysterious and adventurous” 

Batman. The Dark Knight’s persona was clearly recognizable 

in that first story. He was a shadowy presence on inner-city 

rooftops – described as a “menacing figure” who “lashed 

out” at wrongdoers. Batman’s deductive abilities were also 

evident – as he soon figured out that crooked industrialist 

Alfred Stryker was responsible for murdering his erstwhile 

partners in the prestigious – and extremely valuable – Apex 

Chemical Corporation.

In the next issue of Detective Comics, Batman’s crime-

fighting prowess was on display again, as he swung from 

building to building in hot pursuit of a gang of jewel thieves. 

At one point in the story, gun-toting police officers mistook 

Batman for one of the crooks and opened fire on him – 

confirming the Dark Knight’s status as a vigilante hero. At 

the end of the tale, with all misunderstandings conveniently 

forgotten, Batman delivered the actual crooks into the care 

of Police Commissioner James Gordon – thus establishing a 

crime-fighting partnership that would endure for decades.

1

1. ‘The’ Batman’s first thrilling adventure featured in 

Detective Comics, May 1939.
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undoubtedly what’s 
inside: a large 

number of 
high-tech  
gadgets.

Have you ever dreamed of owning the Batmobile from Tim Burton’s legendary movie? 
 Each issue comes with an assembly guide that will help you build this legendary vehicle with ease!

TIM BURTON’S BATMAN Tim Burton’s film was released in the year of Batman’s 50th anniversary 
in comic books. On the heels of his success, the director became 
Hollywood’s darling in the 1990s.
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THE ORIGIN OF 
A PHENOMENON
In the late 1970s, the success of the 
Superman movie prompted Warner 
Bros. to consider another project: 
bringing the adventures of Batman, 
another DC Comics hero, to the big 
screen. Gone was the childish tone of 
the 1960s’ television series: several 
people were hired to write a script for 
this serious Batman movie. It was then 
that a young Tim Burton presented his 
own project. It was the story of Bruce 
Wayne, who first witnesses the 
murder of his parents as a child, then 
transforms himself into a masked 
vigilante and devotes his life to 
fighting for justice. For Burton, 
Batman is a creature who emerges 
from the shadows and lives in Gotham 
City, a decadent city 
riddled with crime. In 
Burton’s feature film, 
the hero’s greatest 
enemy plays a 
prominent role: the 
Joker, played by 
actor Jack Nicholson.

BUILD THE REPLICA OF THE LEGENDARY
BATMOBILE FROM BATMAN 1989

DASHBOARD JET ENGINESIDE WINGSFRONT TURBINE

Thanks to the detailed instructions, you can 
easily build your Batmobile model. A simple 
assembly guide for an extraordinary result!

STEP-BY-STEP  
ASSEMBLY

Expand your horizons with this chapter that 
takes a broad look at the world of Batman: 
video games, models and toys, animated series, 
merchandise... not to mention the thousand 
and one forms that the DC Comics hero has 
taken outside of his comic book pages, making 
a mark on every generation.

THE UNIVERSE

Batman has been on the big screen for 
decades. Here, you’ll discover the secrets 
behind the films of Tim Burton and Joel 
Schumacher, not to mention Christopher 
Nolan’s trilogy, and Matt Reeves’ latest 
installment. Plus the Lego Batman Movie!

THE MOVIES

I
t was thanks to Batman that Tim 

Burton achieved fame. With the look of 

a tormented genius, unkempt hair, and 

a fondness for dark clothes, Burton 

became Hollywood’s young prodigy in the 

1990s. In addition to creating animated 

gems such as The Nightmare Before 

Christmas (1993), he directed the sequel 

to the adventures of the Caped Crusader, 

Batman Returns (1992), and made more 

personal films, including Edward 

Scissorhands (1990), among many others.T
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most-watched movie of the year behind Grease, and 
recalled the impact that only a year earlier George Lucas 
had achieved with Star Wars. 

The studio’s directors immediately suspected that, if 
Superman’s cinematic adventures had caused a sensation, 
the same could happen if they created a film about 
Batman, the other big star of DC Comics, the comic book 
publisher that was owned as a subsidiary by Warner Bros.

A FIRST ATTEMPT

then, in the 1960s, he had starred in a colorful television 
series that made the hero a pop icon of the era. But since 
ABC’s cancellation of the series in 1968, Gotham’s popular 
vigilante had stayed away from the screen.

In the early 1980s, Tom Mankiewicz was commissioned 
to write a script for a more serious Batman film, far 
removed from the childish tone of the 1960s TV series. 
The first treatment of the Batman project was modeled 
after the Superman movie, presenting Bruce Wayne’s 
story chronologically, from the time he witnessed the 

3. Batman and the Joker 
are two characters who 
represent good and evil. 
They are the opposite faces 
of Gotham City. 

4. A scene from Tim 
Burton’s film, as 
Batman goes in 
search of Vicki Vale, 
who has been 
kidnapped by the 
Joker in Gotham 
Cathedral.

TIM BURTON

Tim Burton, who had always shown an 
interest in naturalistic horror characters 
in his early work as a director (Vincent 

and Pee-wee’s Big Adventure), conceived 
Gotham City as a kind of hell where, among 
the rest of mortals, two scarred men 
coexisted: one physically, the Joker; and the 
other, emotionally, Bruce Wayne, traumatized 
by having witnessed the death of his parents. 
In a sense, one was a reflection of the other, 
but their confrontation became the definitive 
encounter between good and evil.
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That Batman script went no further, but the studio 
continued to commission scripts, and talked to directors 
including Ivan Reitman (Ghostbusters), Joe Dante 
(Gremlins), and Steven Spielberg (Raiders of the Lost 
Ark). Everything was considered, from an Art Deco period 
film to a family comedy with actor Bill Murray under the 
mask. But the weak box-office results obtained by the 
Superman movie sequels perhaps led the studio to believe 
that audiences were beginning to tire of superheroes. 

FRANK MILLER’S 
MASTERPIECE
It was the comic books that really revived the passion for 
Batman, especially Frank Miller’s miniseries Batman: The 
Dark Knight Returns (1986), which gave the story a sinister 
and pessimistic tone that had never been seen before 
in the superhero universe. The resonance of Miller’s 
work reawakened interest in Batman in the corridors of 

Warner Bros. It was then that a young director named 
Tim Burton knocked on the door of Warner’s head of 
production, Mark Canton, to present him with a novel 
idea. The filmmaker envisioned the project as a Grand 
Guignol play, where Gotham City would be shown as a 
decadent, crime-ridden city.

Mark Canton was fascinated by the idea, and greenlit 
the project. A new screenwriter came on board, Sam 
Hamm, to put Tim Burton’s ideas on paper. Between 
1987 and 1988, he developed up to five different drafts, 
centered on the figure of Bruce Wayne. In the first ones, 
the author spent more time developing the troubled 
life of the millionaire businessman of Gotham than 
the presence of the masked hero. The studio tried to 
bring him a little closer to the traditional vision of the 
superhero, but Hamm, with Burton’s complicity, always 
kept the idea of showing the protagonist as a figure that 
emerged from the shadows.

“For nearly a decade, all sorts of proposals circulated at Warner Bros. to make a Batman movie, including a comedy version with actor Bill Murray behind the mask.”

THE ORIGIN OF A LEGEND

O
n December 10, 1978, in Washington D. C., 

Warner Bros. studios presented the film 

Superman, directed by Richard Donner, with 

actor Christopher Reeve in the role of the hero created 

by writer Jerry Siegel and Canadian artist Joe Shuster. The 

feature film was an extraordinary success, was the second 

THE ORIGIN
OF A LEGEND
After Superman’s highly successful cinema debut in 1978, the Batman 

project got off the ground at Warner Bros. studios. But it would take more 

than a decade to become a reality, finally arriving in 1989, with a script by 

Sam Hamm, and directed by Tim Burton.

1. Poster for Tim Burton’s Batman. 

2. Michael Keaton, an actor who had 

already worked with Tim Burton on 

the film Beetlejuice, gave life to the 

character of Bruce Wayne/Batman.

SCALE
1:8

Super heroes are not supposed to 

grow old, yet the tale of a bitter, 

middle-aged Dark Knight fighting 

back the years to reclaim his city from the 

darkness consuming it, has become one of the 

most influential Batman tales ever.

In

sweat, and tears. 
Frank Miller began working on the Daredevil

DC’s world of Gotham. But was his vision too radical for 

mainstream Batman comics?

A perfect solution was found, a Batman tale, freed from 

regular continuity, set in a dystopian future. Provoked by 

the descent of Gotham into a lawless hell, Bruce Wayne 

donned the cowl after a ten-year absence. The older Dark 

Knight was a more cynical figure – vulnerable, but with a 

ruthless, mean edge. To save his city, he would grapple in 

the mud with the leader of an army of mutants, and face 

a twisted, final showdown with the Joker.

THE DARK 

KNIGHT 

RETURNS

Year: 
1986

Story and pencils 

Frank Miller

Inks: 
Frank Miller

and Klaus Janson

Colors and
visual effects 
Lynn Varley
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1. The original cover to The Dark Knight Returns Vol. 1 #1

(June 1986). Art by Frank Miller, colors by Lynn Varley.

A dystopian

Gotham turns

to the darkest 

knight of all

as its

savi
or.

2. Miller’s epic predicted the demise of Jason Todd and unveiled

a new, female Robin – young Carrie Kelley, untouched by the 

corruption of the world around her.

GREAT STORIES

FINAL TAKEDOWN 

The story culminated in a brutal confrontation 

with Superman, now a government lackey, 

ordered to bring him down. Fans were gripped 

by the shocking scenes of Bruce and Clark 

slugging it out to the bitter end. In fact, it wasn’t 

the end for the Dark Knight. In an uplifting 

twist, at the conclusion of a tale filled with 

bleak prophecy and anger, Miller provided a 

surprise resurrection and a hopeful future for 

his reborn knight.

3

“I’ve become a 
political liability... 
and you... you’re 

a joke.”

3. Heartstopping action as 

Batman and Superman meet in 

a final showdown. But is it really 

the end...?

4. The Dark Knight 

rides into action to 

save Gotham from 

burning, in the 
saga’s last chapter.

THE DARK KNIGHT RETURNS

By now, Batman was an unqualified hit with the reading public. With demand for Batman material on the increase, Gardner Fox was drafted in to write an unprecedented two-part story for Detective Comics #29-30 (July-August 1939). “The Batman Meets Doctor Death” pitted our hero against the eponymous mad scientist – who would go 

down in history as the Dark Knight’s first recurring super-villain. Doctor Death – known in polite society as Doctor Karl Hellfern – extorted money from his intended victims by threatening to poison them. Batman disrupted the evil scheme, of course, and by story’s end the villain was a broken man – his face scarred beyond recognition by an out-of-control lab fire. Doctor Death wouldn’t be the last 

4. Commissioner Gordon entertains Bruce Wayne, little suspecting his friend is Batman.

3. A Bob Kane and Bill Finger’s brainstorming resulted in a dazzlingly original superhero. 

3
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YEAR BY YEAR

Bob Kane’s evocative cover shows Batman’s pervasive Gothic mood.

5

BATMAN 1939

ar clouds were gathering in Europe 

in 1939, and the United States had 

yet to fully shrug off the debilitating 

effects of the Great Depression. Consequently, cheap 

escapist entertainment was popular on both sides of 

the Atlantic – and America’s emerging comic book 

industry had just experienced its first soaraway 

success with the premiere of Superman in Action

Comics #1 (June 1938).

DC Comics editor Vincent Sullivan hoped to catch 

lightning in a bottle for a second time with the creation 

of another costumed hero, and he turned to cartoonist 

Bob Kane for help. Kane, along with his long-time 

collaborator writer Bill Finger, drew on inspirations as 

diverse as Leonardo da Vinci’s “ornithopter” designs, 

expressionistic cinema, and pulp magazine mainstays 

to create the new hero. What emerged from a frantic 

weekend’s brainstorming was a character who was 

steeped in tradition – but who was also dazzlingly original.

Batman made his debut in Detective Comics #27 (May 

1939). In a six-page story entitled “The Case of the Chemical 

Syndicate,” Kane and Finger established much of Batman’s 

enduring mythos. The hero was secretly Bruce Wayne, a 

“young socialite” who waged a “lone battle against the evil 

forces of society” as the “mysterious and adventurous” 

Batman. The Dark Knight’s persona was clearly recognizable 

in that first story. He was a shadowy presence on inner-city 

rooftops – described as a “menacing figure” who “lashed 

out” at wrongdoers. Batman’s deductive abilities were also 

evident – as he soon figured out that crooked industrialist 

Alfred Stryker was responsible for murdering his erstwhile 

partners in the prestigious – and extremely valuable – Apex 

Chemical Corporation.

In the next issue of Detective Comics, Batman’s crime-

fighting prowess was on display again, as he swung from 

building to building in hot pursuit of a gang of jewel thieves. 

At one point in the story, gun-toting police officers mistook 

Batman for one of the crooks and opened fire on him – 

confirming the Dark Knight’s status as a vigilante hero. At 

the end of the tale, with all misunderstandings conveniently 

forgotten, Batman delivered the actual crooks into the care 

of Police Commissioner James Gordon – thus establishing a 

crime-fighting partnership that would endure for decades.

1

1. ‘The’ Batman’s first thrilling adventure featured in 

Detective Comics, May 1939.

YEAR BY YEAR

popular characters in comics.

BATMAN 1939

LARGE SIZE
75 CM / 30 IN

IN LENGTH

THE BATMOBILE
Referencing the Art Deco style 
of Gotham City, the Batmobile 
from Tim Burton’s film is a fast 
and stealthy vehicle. But its 
most important feature is 

undoubtedly what’s 
inside: a large 

number of 
high-tech  
gadgets.

Have you ever dreamed of owning the Batmobile from Tim Burton’s legendary movie? 
 Each issue comes with an assembly guide that will help you build this legendary vehicle with ease!

TIM BURTON’S BATMAN Tim Burton’s film was released in the year of Batman’s 50th anniversary 
in comic books. On the heels of his success, the director became 
Hollywood’s darling in the 1990s.

PREMIUM OFFER
SUBSCRIBE AND RECEIVE 
THESE WONDERFUL GIFTS*

* Visit deagostini.com and fanhome.com for more details. Images are not contractually binding. The items presented here may vary due to technical reasons beyond the control  
of the publisher. In the event of stock shortages or incidents beyond the control of the publisher, the subscription gifts will be replaced by another of equal or greater value.

THE ORIGIN OF 
A PHENOMENON
In the late 1970s, the success of the 
Superman movie prompted Warner 
Bros. to consider another project: 
bringing the adventures of Batman, 
another DC Comics hero, to the big 
screen. Gone was the childish tone of 
the 1960s’ television series: several 
people were hired to write a script for 
this serious Batman movie. It was then 
that a young Tim Burton presented his 
own project. It was the story of Bruce 
Wayne, who first witnesses the 
murder of his parents as a child, then 
transforms himself into a masked 
vigilante and devotes his life to 
fighting for justice. For Burton, 
Batman is a creature who emerges 
from the shadows and lives in Gotham 
City, a decadent city 
riddled with crime. In 
Burton’s feature film, 
the hero’s greatest 
enemy plays a 
prominent role: the 
Joker, played by 
actor Jack Nicholson.

BUILD THE REPLICA OF THE LEGENDARY
BATMOBILE FROM BATMAN 1989

DASHBOARD JET ENGINESIDE WINGSFRONT TURBINE

Thanks to the detailed instructions, you can 
easily build your Batmobile model. A simple 
assembly guide for an extraordinary result!

STEP-BY-STEP  
ASSEMBLY

Expand your horizons with this chapter that 
takes a broad look at the world of Batman: 
video games, models and toys, animated series, 
merchandise... not to mention the thousand 
and one forms that the DC Comics hero has 
taken outside of his comic book pages, making 
a mark on every generation.

THE UNIVERSE

Batman has been on the big screen for 
decades. Here, you’ll discover the secrets 
behind the films of Tim Burton and Joel 
Schumacher, not to mention Christopher 
Nolan’s trilogy, and Matt Reeves’ latest 
installment. Plus the Lego Batman Movie!

THE MOVIES

I
t was thanks to Batman that Tim 

Burton achieved fame. With the look of 

a tormented genius, unkempt hair, and 

a fondness for dark clothes, Burton 

became Hollywood’s young prodigy in the 

1990s. In addition to creating animated 

gems such as The Nightmare Before 

Christmas (1993), he directed the sequel 

to the adventures of the Caped Crusader, 

Batman Returns (1992), and made more 

personal films, including Edward 

Scissorhands (1990), among many others.T
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1st GIFT

3 POSTERS
Three stunning prints of the movie 
poster, the Batmobile, and our 
hero in action!

3rd GIFT

METAL PLATE
This exclusive metal plate 
featuring the Batman logo will 
delight all fans. 

4th GIFT

T-SHIRT
Proudly display the emblem
of Gotham’s vigilante on 
this awesome T-shirt.

100% coton
Size Large

2nd GIFT

MUG
A magnificent 
mug bearing 
the symbol  
of Gotham’s 
greatest hero!

MAGAZINES IN  
THE COLLECTION
Discover all the secrets of the iconic DC Comics character in a collection that 
explores Batman’s history, from his creation in 1939 in a short story in Detective 
Comics to his adventures on screen and beyond.

The best Batman stories, from his first 
appearance in Detective Comics to the most 
modern crossovers. Rediscover the great 
adventures, the enemies to defeat, and the 
artists and writers behind these epic tales. 
Embark on a journey into the world of the 
Caped Crusader!

THE COMICS

Show off your completed BATMOBILE with this  
high-quality illuminated display case! Protect it from dust 
and damage and give it pride of place in your collection.

Length: 78 cm / 31 in
Width: 40 cm / 16 in
Height: 30 cm / 12 in

PREMIUM DISPLAY CASE

*Visit deagostini.com and fanhome.com for more details. The display case will be delivered empty with the final assembly stage of the collection.  
In the event of stock shortages or any other incident beyond the control of the publisher, the display case will be replaced with another of equal or greater value.
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MINIATURE 
This die-cast replica  
is the perfect addition  
to your collection.

SCALE
1: 43
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The images of the Batmobile shown here are from a prototype, they are not from the film.
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